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India and had recourse to civil disobedience, with a popular uprising to enforce their demands, would the federal forces be called to help the Princes in suppressing the uprising? And what would your attitude be in that case?
A If I had the power I should never use it, or allow it to be used, for suppressing civil disobedience, no matter how or where it arose, for I hold civil disobedience to be a permanent law of our being entirely replacing violence, which is the law of the beast.
Q, Is it true that you withdrew your suppoit from those popular movements which arose in the native states, movements with the object of demanding from, the Princes the same right which you demand from the British in British India?
Gandhi looked at us in surprise and gave the lie to this report We asked him what, in his opinion, was the difference between "independence" and "equality of collaboration in Empire matters".
A. There is, and there is not, a difference between the two. That is to say, two independent states in an Empire can perfectly well be partners, collaborating in an imperial association. But obviously India is not in such a situation. Consequently, an association of India with Britain in the same Empire is a state, or rather a condition, which cannot be likened to independence, for a comparison can only take place between two things of the same kind In this case the things are not of the same kind. Hence, if there is to be an association, on an equal footing, between Britain and India, the Empire must cease to exist.
At this, we retorted that the Lahore Congress made no mention of an association of equality within the limits of the Empire.
Gandhi replied that it was no use mentioning this in the Congress, but the question had been touched upon in the speeches
Q, Does this equality of association envisage the withdiawal of the Viceroy?
A. The idea of "empire" must disappear entirely. But it is impossible for me to say definitely whether the idea of royalty must also be abolished. I am quite unable to say at present that the king of Great Britain will cease to be the king of India.
Q, Are you taking account of the fact that, since the time of the Lahore Congress, when the declaration of Independence displaced the compromise resolution adopted at Calcutta, the youth of India has believed that it was fighting for an independent India, in which there would no longer be a king? Is it not bad politics to tell the youth of India now that royalty will